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The History of Women in Hong Kong

Over the past century. Hong Kong has evolved from a fishing village to a
cosmopolitan city, and women have played an important part in the
process, In the past two to three decades in particular, the contribution of
women has become more significant in-the areas of education, economy
and social and political participation. Today, many of them are outstanding
leaders in their respective fields. Among government officials, members of
public councils and boards, as well as influential opinion leaders in Hong
Kong, many are females. In the private sector, the number of women
entrepreneurs is on the rise while an increasing proportion of senior
management and professional posts is taken up by women,

According to traditional Chinese ideology, women were expected to be
subservient to men, characterised by the rules of "obedience to father
before marriage, to husband after marriage, and to son after husband's
death”. Nevertheless, the roles of women in family and employment have
changed substantially since the early days, as a result of the inculcation of
the concepts of equality and gender awareness from the Western culture in
the Chinese community, accompanied by other factors such as the
introduction of universal education and the rapid economic development
and growth. Particularly after the Second World War, there were increased
job opportunities for women as a result of industrialisation and more
women have became economically independent, and their status in the
community has further improved since then,

Generally speaking. both women and men in Hong Kong can now enjoy
good opportunities to develop their potential and make contribution to the
community. This could not have been achieved without the sustained
gfforts of all sectors in the community in enhancing public awareness of
gender issues and promoting equal opportunities and women's interests,
leading towards the goal of achieving gender equality.




