Catherine Joyce Symons
The First Woman Appointed to Executive Council (1976)
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Dr. Symons was born in Shanghal and came to Hong Kong with her family at an
garly age. She antered the Diocesan Girls' School in 1926. Upon graduation,
she enrolled at the Faculty of Arts of the University of Hong Kong. After
graduating from the university, she returned to her alma mater as a teacher.
After World War |1, she enrolled at the Institute of Education of the University of
London 1o receive training in education and graduated in 1947. Dr. Symons was
appointed the Headmistress of the Diocesan Girls' School in 1953.

Dr. Symons had served on several Government committees, including the
Education Board, the Transport Advisory Committee and the University and
Polytechnic Grants Committee (now the University Grants Committee). She
Was appointad to serve on the Urban Council in 1969. Three years later she was
further appointed to the Legisiative Council, becoming the second female
Legislative Councillor in Hong Kong. Dr. Symons embraced a unique vista of
various controversial issues. particularly on three social aspects namely
Bducation, social welfare and anti-bribery. In 1976, Dr. Symons was the first
woman to be appainted to Executive Council in Hong Kong

Dr. Symons was appointed to be a Justice of the Peace in 1965. In 1971, she
was awarded the Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE),
“and in 1978, she was awarded the Commander of the Most Excellent Order of
British Empire (CBE) and was conferred an Honorary degree in Law by the
University of Hong Kong

Pictura Source Sing Tap News Carporation Limitad




Fung Yuet-wah, Mui Yim-ling, Wong Ying,
Cho Ping and Wong Yuk-mei

The First Five Hong Kong Women Disabled Athletes Winning
Paralympic Games Gold Medals (1984)
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Ms. Fung Yust-vah suffered from poiio and had difficulty in walking:
since her chifdhood. She had 2 keen infeeest in sparts, especally
playing badminton in her secondary school days. s Fung jomedine:
Hong Kong Sports Association fur the Physically Dsabled in 1982 andl
recervad Iraining |0 fending and fable fernes hloch afributed o e
gudance of her coach and her etiort, e won 4 pold mecl
ool fod of tenong i the 1984 Pacalymos: Games .

Ul uawo

Bs Mo Yim-ing sutierad fom paee and g oMoy in ;
gince she was two. The modent however had not crashed her
T With the sapport of her parants and siblings, she lived bar lile
iy oo PR faith. I 1882, she joined the Sports Fedaration and took pert in the

whesling” traning &l the Jubiles Sports Centie In Shatm, AR g
vears' fraining, Ms. Mul achieved a rodring success In the 1984
Paralympic Games and won a gold medal In the 1,500m race She
carmg third i the Stancard Clarterad 42km Marathon Iy 1985 and:
win & silver medsl m a serri-marathon in Japan in the falawing yaar
In recent years, Ms. Mui has shown a strong Zest In tennis. and
reguiarly takes part in competitions autside Hong Kong

In me 1334 Paralympic Games, other than Ms. Furg Yuel-wal ISR
M. M Yerwling who had wom gakd medils in inivicual eventsy M
The Golg Medalists of 4a400m Rasay i th Wong Ying, Ms. Cho Ping, Ms. Wong Yuk-mél ad Ms. Mul

19&!%‘“5{% eyl T i ¢ i [
izs WONG Ying, Ms. CHO Ping. together akso won goid medals o the Women ' &ad00m Ry

Mlrss MU Yim-ing and biss WONG Yik-ma - _ :
Source: Ms. CHO Ping Ms. Wong Ying suffered from pol and hat difficullly in waliong Snce
her childhood  When she was recenanp testmignt inthe hospial, MS.
Waong joined the activities of the Mong Kong Spofs Assocation for
the Physically Disabled. As a pvenie she camé info comtact Wi
athietics and desplaved a strong interes! in the Spot theiaatier. Alles
vears of tough training, she topether with Des 16EM Members wor in
the Women s 4x400m Relay In the 1684 Peralymplc Games, She
switches 1o fencing afterwards and won o slle megal in the 1588

Paratympic Gamas.

Ms. Gho Ping received treatment at the piysiotharapy departmnt of the
Kowloon Hospital because of her disabity o valking. Owing o het

Ms. FUNG Yit-wih passon for spots and her readiness to acospt challenges, she soon

Source: Ms. FUNG Yuat-wan reprasented e Kowloon Hosplal to take paet in It annual athistic
mieeting with excellerd resuls. She started 1o recetve afisBC trainng &t B Hong Kong SPOMS Institue in 182 n
1584 she took part n 4a400rm Relgy in the Paratympes Games and won & gold medal. Today, S Cho siB has 3 0iep
ahaction tor sports and 5 actvely undespoing traming 25 3 ower b0 pregare b fhe 2008 Baging Feraymoc Games.

Me Wong Yuk-mel had Giffacully m wakong after her @iness dunng chidhood. She came to know the Hong Kong
Sports Assocation foe the Physically Disabled in 1979 and became imfarested in wheelchair basketball  AS bath
wheelchai baskettall and athietic events demanded 2 master of speed, Me Wong also 1ecehed amietic training
and set her Qoal towards the 1584 Paralympic Games. Mever vavered lrom her poal, She Gulperionmed (he other
candidaies i Hong Kong's préminary match. Elected 1o the tzam ol 4xd00m Ralay, Shé together wilh hes
tememates hald championshig in The fmals,



Jydia Selina Dunn
* Ihe First Female Senior Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council
and the Executive Council in Hong Kong (1985 and 1988)
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Ms. Lydia Dunn originated from Panyu, Guangdong Province and was bom in
1940 in Hong Kong. She joined the Swire Graup (Hong Kong) after graduation
from the university, She was a director of the company from 1978 to 2003.
She has also been a director of the Swire Pacific Limited since 1981. Between
1981 and 1996, she served as a director of the Hong Kong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation Limited. the first female appointed to this post

Apart from developing her career in the commercial sector, Ms. Dunn had also
been active in the political arena in Hong Kong. In 1976, she was appointad an
Unofficial Member of the Lagistative Council by Governor Murray MacLehose.
In 1985 Ms. Dunn was appointed the Semior Unofficial Member of the
Legisiative Council, first female being appointed as such. In 1988, she was
appointed the Senior Unofficial Member of the Executive Council, again the
first female in that position

In 1989, she was vested as a Dame Commander of the Most Excellent Order
S0l the British Empire (DBE), and in 1990 was made Baroness, the first
Chinese to be made a life peer. In 1995, Ms. Dunn retired from the post of
Senior Unofficial Member of the Executive Council and emigrated to England,

Pletura Source: Sing Tao News Corporation Limiad




Catherine Che Kuk-hun

The First Hong Kong Athlete Winning a Gold Medal in the Asian Games
(1986)
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In the 1978 Asian Games held in Bangkok. the Hong Kong
Bowling Team won a copper medal in Women Trios Tenpin
Bowling event. Ms. Che was a member of the Team. She also
won a copper medal in the Women Singles Tenpin Bowling
event. In the 1986 Asian Games held in Seoul, Ms. Che won the
first Asian Games Gold Medal in Women Singles Tenpin Bowling
event in Hong Kong history, as well as a silver medal in the
Women Masters event.

Ms. Che retired from the Hong Kong Bowding Team in 1997, Bul
she continues to promote the development of tenpin bowling
activities and coach junior athletes on a voluntary basis,
reflecting her zeal for tenpin bowling.

Picture Source: s Catherning CHE Kuk-fiung
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Hsa Chak

Ms. Rosa Chak graduated from the Maryknoll Father's School.
She then joined the Civil Aviation Department for a six-year
aviation training and a one-year job contract afterwards. She
also obtained a private pilot license during this training penod
In 1998, Ms. Chak joined the Dragonair as a cadet pilot. Upon
completion of a one-year commercial aviation training in
Scotiand and having obtained a license in the field, she was
promoted to second co-pilot, becoming the first Chinese female
civil airlingr pilot. In the same year, she was further promoted to
be a co-pilot. Ms. Chak was promoted to be a captain in 1998,
the first Chinese female captain in Hong Kong.

Picture Source: Sing Tao Mews Corporation Limited




