Gender Stereotypes

Despite the changes In traditional thinking, the society still harbours many
pre|udicas and misunderstandings about the roles, values, images and capabilities
of the two genders that hinder women from developing their full potential. The
WaC therefore has been working sarnestly to promote public education and
publicity designed to aliminate gender prejudices and stereotypes, and 1o raise
public awareness on women issues. The WoC also sirives 1o raisé gender
awarengss in school aducation and puts forward proposals on curriculum and
teaching materials development so as to instil proper concapts of gender equality
in school children and sliminate gender sterzolyping.

Socialisation

Every one of us must go through a social leaming process in which we acquire our
role as expected and accepted by the society. In sociology, this is called the
socialisation process. When growing up, children will acquire the gander norms;
values and roles prevalent In the society, a process which will reinforce In thelr
minds the traditional stereotypical concepts that “women are homeamakers while
men are breadwinners’ and ‘men lead while women supporl’. Children are.
exposed to the socialisation process mainty through game playing and school
education. Therefora, from the games. toys and school textboaks of the past and
presant, we can get a glimpse of the prevalence of gender stereotyping in Hong
Kong and the increased gender awareness in recent years.

Public Opinion of the Seriousness of Gender Stereotyping in Hong Kong

21%
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School Curriculum and Textbooks
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